
 

 
 
 
The Bible emphasizes continually the importance of child 
discipline and offers timeless wisdom for parents, teachers, 
spiritual guides and coaches.  
In Proverbs, we read, “He who spares the rod hates his son, but 
he who loves him disciplines him diligently.” The Word of God 
also says that neglect of proper discipline leads to disgrace for 
both the parents and the child.  
Probably one of the clearest examples of this comes from the 
story about the group of young boys that were mauled by two 
she-bears immediately after the Prophet Elisha cursed them.  
The text says this baby gang came out of the city and jeered at 
Elisha, saying, “go up bald head.” Most commentators suggest 
the term “go up” is a reference to Elijah’s ascension into 
Heaven. They were basically saying, “stop tormenting us and 
leave us alone as Elijah has done.”  
Therefore, it is obvious these youths had not been trained in 
righteousness. If they had, they would have known that 
mocking God’s Prophet was tantamount to mocking God 
Himself and would result in their utter destruction.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


