Some people have mistakenly suggested that the dying orders of
King David to his son Solomon concerning the execution of Joab
his commander-in-chief recorded in First Kings reveal a dark
legacy of long cherished vengeance.

But there is plenty of evidence in this account and elsewhere in
Scripture that these counsels were not the offspring of personal
vindictiveness, but 3 measure of administrative wisdom for the
security of Solomon’s throne.

This is made clear by the fact that David does not mention among
Joab’s sins that which caused him the most painful grief, the
murder of his son Absalom. He focuses instead on the fact that
Joab had treacherously killed Abner and Amasa, shedding
innocent blood in times of peace.



