The New Testament urges the body of believers to never accept
any accusation aqainst an elder except on the evidence of two
or three withesses. They are also instructed to rebuke in the
presence of all those who persist in sin, to avoid stupid
controversies, genealogies, dissensions and quarrels about the
law, and to have nothing more to do with anyone who causes
divisions, after a first and second admonition.

Finally, the body of believers are urged to keep away from
fellow Christians who are living in idleness and not according
to the tradition that they had received from the Apostles.

Some people’s view of Christian living is that it's only those
with one of the five-fold ministry gifts mentioned in Ephesians
who are to do all this work.

Certainly, here Paul is describing a select few of spiritually
gifted people given to serve the Body of Christ full-time. But
with what goal in mind? “To equip the saints for the work of
ministry.”



