
 

 

 
 
 
 
Many even from within the Christian Faith have found the New 
Testament principle of submitting to every government 
authority because they are established by God to be a difficult 
passage to understand, especially when we consider the forms of 
evil and corrupt powers that have existed throughout history.  
Some commentators believe Paul and Peter were speaking of 
government in the ideal sense. In other words, those given by 
God to provide citizens with good.  
Therefore, when a government provides this, it is fulfilling its 
God-ordained duty, and Christians are to submit to it. But if a 
government fails to provide this, it loses its God-ordained 
commission and there is no obligation to submit.  
However, this idea demands that Christians have a very thorough 
biblical knowledge of what “good” really is. Some Old Testament 
Prophets were beaten and mocked for telling their fellow 
Israelites to submit to the authority of the invading foreign 
armies. They listened instead to the false prophets telling them 
to resist and incurred a more severe judgement for doing so.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


