
 
 
 
 
Many details in the history of the Jewish people were precisely 
prophesied throughout the Old Testament Scriptures long before 
the events ever came to pass. Of particular interest is their 
seventy-year captivity in Babylon, accurately predicted by the 
Prophet Jeremiah. 
The Babylonian army conquered Israel in the year 606 B.C. and 
took many Jews from their native land and resettled them 
throughout the far reaches of its empire. Their policy of moving 
the various conquered peoples to distant parts of the kingdom 
was designed to break the spirit of nationalism and independence 
and unite the captives into a new homogeneous people. 
However, Babylon’s days were numbered and eventually fell to 
the united empire of the Medes and Persians. Jeremiah’s 
prophecy was precisely fulfilled in 536 B.C., when King Cyrus 
reversed the harsh Babylonian policy and allowed the captured 
exiles of various different nations to return home. 


