
 

 
 
 
In First Samuel chapter twenty-five we are introduced to the 
story of Nabal and his wife Abigail. Nabal is presented as very 
surly and mean and his wife as clever and beautiful.  
Nabal was also very rich and while he was shearing his sheep, 
King David sent ten of his men to ask for a few provisions for 
his army. Nabal refused and insulted them, even though his 
shepherds had benefited much from their protection night after 
night.  
David was enraged at the reports and vowed to destroy Nabal’s 
entire household. It was only through the wise deeds of his wife 
Abigail that he was spared the sword.  
Upon hearing the news, she rushed to David with a present for 
him and his men, begged forgiveness and acknowledged he was 
on a holy mission from God.  
However, Nabal did not escape judgement. He had a heart 
attack when his wife told him what she’d done, and a few days 
later the Lord struck him dead. 
 
 
 
 
 


