
 
 
 
Due to their high calling, Christian Ministers are usually prime 
targets of malicious accusations from the enemy. To ensure 
that any charges against them are true and not based on 
hearsay, Paul warns never to accept “any accusation against an 
elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses.”  
This is clear enough, but it is frequently questioned that the 
execution of this command can be carried out only by other 
Church Elders. However, it becomes obvious for two important 
reasons that this is exactly the case.  
First, the Apostle is referencing the instruction given to Moses 
in Deuteronomy chapter nineteen, which states specifically that 
both parties to the dispute were to appear before the Lord, the 
priests, and the judges who were in office in those days.  
Second, the passage also says that the appropriate judgement of 
the case was to be given only after a “thorough investigation” 
had been made. This would involve diligent search, gathering 
all the facts and carefully cross-examining the witnesses. Only 
an individual, or group of individuals, above reproach would 
qualify for such a task.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


