
 

 
 

Independent and self-willed attitudes have no place in the 
Christian Community. The writer of Hebrews instructs believers 
to “obey your leaders and submit to them.” But while God has 
established leadership in the Church, He warns about people 
who would lord it over those in their care.   
Jesus and the Apostles taught that true and effective leadership 
is always by example. “Remember your leaders, those who spoke 
the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of 
life and imitate their faith.”  
In other words, real spiritual guides show the real Jesus in both 
word and deed. Their true mission is to make responsible 
disciples, those who willingly submit to the governing body, 
not servile people who can’t think for themselves.  
Of course, to exhibit such noble attributes, leaders must 
themselves be submitted to the Holy Spirit.  King Solomon also 
spoke of the outcome of a Spirit-filled life when he wrote: “By 
justice a king gives a country stability.”  
In the overall context, Solomon is saying that the character of a 
true ruler must be so Christ-centred as to mock any efforts to 
compromise justice, mercy or truth.  
 
 
 
 


