The Scriptures that speak of handing individuals over to Satan
have often times been misunderstood by commentators. Some
have sugqgested the Apostles possessed 3 mysterious power,
unknown to the rest of us, to discipline Church members.

This is believed to have included some form of physical suffering
as well as excommunication, intended to bring them to
repentance before they died.

In reality, the term “give over” is found in other parts of the Bible
and always refers to the act of God completely abandoning the
unrighteous by no longer giving them divine direction or
restraint. In other words, allowing them to do exactly what their
hearts desired to eventually dishonour themselves.

However, this power belongs exclusively to God. The Apostle
Paul, as a mature, Spirit-filled Christian, could see these
individuals in the Early Church had rejected the inner witness of
the Holy Spirit to the point where they saw nothing wrong with
their behaviour anymore.

We see another example of this spiritual discernment in action
with the decision of the Council at Jerusalem that the Gentiles
need not be circumcised to be saved.



