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In chapter thirty-eight and thirty-nine of the Book of Ezekiel we find 

one of the longest records on war in the en�re Bible. This war is 

commonly referred to as the War of Gog and Magog in theological 

circles.  

Before we go any further, students are o$en troubled by Ezekiel’s 

usage of ancient weaponry to describe a ba&le of modern �mes. 

But when studying the Bible, we must remember that God 

communicated His message to the Apostles and Prophets using 

terms and descrip�ons that they were familiar with and would 

understand. 

That being se&led, the term Gog and Magog has also been the 

subject of much discussion. Since the phrase appears again in the 

New Testament Book of Revela�on, some expositors have given it a 

spiritual applica�on. They see it as a reference to the ungodly world 

powers that come from the four corners of the Earth to wage war 

against God’s people at the end of the age. 

However, this Scripture in Ezekiel makes it clear that Gog is an 

individual rather than a world power or na�on, because God 

explicitly refers to him as the “chief prince of Meshech and Tubal,” 

and of coming from “the land of Magog.” The word Gog literally 

means ruler, or the man on top.  
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Concerning those who interpret this prophecy literally, the debate 

centres around whether it has a historic or futuris�c fulfilment. The 

la&er describes it as an invasion of the na�on of Israel in the last 

days, comprised of a coali�on of Islamic na�ons from Africa and the 

Middle East, led by Russia and Iran.  

The former teaches the War of Gog and Magog has already had its 

fulfilment with the rebirth of the State of Israel in 1948. This view 

makes the idea of Israel being a vic�m under future threat of 

invasion to be the complete opposite! It would mean it is the Israeli 

poli�cal leaders themselves who are the invaders, the very Army of 

Gog and the fulfilment of Ezekiel’s prophecy!  

In light of current events, this interpreta�on appears more 

accurate. The very na�on that was supposed to lead the coali�on 

against Israel in the last days has recently been accused by the 

world of launching its missile a&ack to just save face. In addi�on, 

some of the na�ons men�oned on Ezekiel’s list were actually 

accused of secretly coming to Israel’s rescue against Iran’s a&ack! 

That being said, the intent of this ar�cle is not to focus on the 

iden�ty of Gog and Magog. Rather, the aim is to stress the absolute 

sovereignty and unmatched wisdom of God!  

In this famous War Prophecy, Ezekiel not only describes the invasion 

of Gog and Magog, he also describes their u&er defeat, and he tells 

us the Almighty is behind both! 
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And what is the purpose of the Lord bringing these evil people into 

His Land and then later destroying them? The prophecy states it 

clearly:  

 

My holy name I will make known among my people 

Israel; and I will not let my holy name be profaned 

anymore; and the na�ons shall know that I am the 

LORD, the Holy One in Israel.  

                                                  (Ezekiel 39:7-8) 

 

 

 


