
 

 

In April 2024, various news outlets aired an address an American 

poli�cian, Bernard Sanders, made to the Israeli Prime Minister, 

Benjamin Netanyahu. As can be observed from current events, his 

discourse represents the sen�ment of untold numbers of other 

secular and religious Jews worldwide. He declared the following:  

 

No, Mr. Netanyahu, it is not an�-Semi�c or pro-Hamas 

to point out that in a li)le over six months, your 

extremist government has killed 34,000 Pales�nians 

and wounded more than 78,000, 70% of whom are 

women and children. 

It is not an�-Semi�c to point out that your bombing 

has completely destroyed more than 221,000 housing 

units in Gaza, leaving more than one million people 

homeless, almost half the popula�on. 

It is not an�-Semi�c to note that your government has 

obliterated Gaza’s civilian infrastructure, electricity, 

water, and sewage. 

It is not an�-Semi�c to realize that your government 

has annihilated Gaza’s Health Care System, knocking 

26 hospitals out of service and killing more than 400 

Health Care Workers. 

 

 



It is not an�-Semi�c to condemn your government’s 

destruc�on of all of Gaza’s 12 universi�es and 56 of its 

schools, with hundreds more damaged, leaving 

625,000 students with no educa�onal opportuni�es. 

It is not an�-Semi�c to agree with virtually every 

humanitarian organiza�on in saying that your 

government, in viola�on of American Law, has 

unreasonably blocked humanitarian aid coming into 

Gaza, crea�ng the condi�ons in which so many 

thousands of children face malnutri�on and famine. 

Mr Netanyahu, an�-Semi�sm is a vile and disgus�ng 

form of bigotry that has done unspeakable harm to 

many millions of people. But please, do not insult the 

intelligence of the American people by a)emp�ng to 

distract us from the immoral and illegal war policies of 

your extremist and racist government.  

Do not use an�-Semi�sm to deflect a)en�on from the 

criminal indictment you are facing in the Israeli courts. 

It is not an�-Semi�c to hold you accountable for your 

ac�ons.  
 

Mr. Sanders was born into a working-class Jewish family and raised 

in the Brooklyn borough of New York City, where he a)ended 

College before gradua�ng from the University of Chicago in 1964.  

 

 

 


